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Overview

ÅCurrent Conditions & 
2020 Operations

Å2021 Projected 
Operations
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Lower Colorado River Basin 

Current Conditions



Colorado River System 

Conditions
as of March 24, 2020

Reservoir
Percent 

Full

Storage

(maf)

Elevation

(feet)

Lake Powell 49 11.85 3,601.09

Lake Mead 44 11.57 1,098.19

Lake Mohave 97 1.75 645.00

Lake Havasu 92 0.57 447.61

Total System Storage 52 31.08 -

Total System Storage

(at this time last year)
45 26.82 -

Lake Mead

Lake Mohave

Lake Havasu

Lake Powell

44%

97%

92%

Bill 

Williams River

49%
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Month in WY/CY 2019

5-Year Average 

Intervening Flow

(KAF)

Observed

Intervening Flow

(KAF)

Observed

Intervening Flow 

(% of Average)

Difference From 

5-Year Average

(KAF)
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October 2018 82 100 123% 19

November 2018 54 67 125% 13

December 2018 51 52 101% <1

January 2019 83 106 128% 23

February 2019 91 126 138% 35

March 2019 57 200 353% 143

April 2019 49 118 240% 69

May 2019 30 108 361% 78

June 2019 17 69 408% 52

July 2019 80 20 25% -60

August 2019 100 64 64% -37

September 2019 91 58 64% -33

October 2019 82 34 42% -47

November 2019 54 116 214% 62

December 2019 51 117 227% 65

WY 2019 Totals 784 1,087 139% 303

CY 2019 Totals 784 1,134 145% 350

Lower Basin Side Inflows ðWY/CY 20191,2

Intervening Flow from Glen Canyon to Hoover Dam

1Values were computed with the LCõs gain-loss model for the most recent 24 -month study.

2 Percents of average are based on the 5-year mean from 2014-2018.
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Month in WY/CY 2020

5-Year Average 

Intervening Flow

(kaf)

Observed

Intervening Flow

(kaf)

Observed

Intervening Flow 

(% of Average)

Difference From 

5-Year Average

(kaf)

O
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October 2019 75 34 45% -41

November 2019 68 116 169% 47

December 2019 64 118 184% 54

January 2020 95 75 79% -20

February 2020 101 67 66% -34

P
ro
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c
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d

March 2020 91 91

April 2020 69 69

May 2020 49 49

June 2020 28 28

July 2020 73 73

August 2020 91 91

September 2020 75 75

October 2020 75 75

November 2020 68 68

December 2020 64 64

WY 2020 Totals 878 884 101% 6

CY 2020 Totals 878 824 94% -54

Lower Basin Side Inflows ðWY/CY 20201,2

Intervening Flow from Glen Canyon to Hoover Dam

1Values were computed with the LCõs gain-loss model for the most recent 24 -month study.

2 Percents of average are based on the 5-year mean from 2015-2019.
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Wet Conditions in the Lower Basin

ÅLarge rain events during March, in the 
Lower Colorado Basin, are typically 
unprecedented

ÅWet conditions have resulted in 
decreased agricultural demand

ÅDecreased reservoir releases have 
resulted in higher than normal reservoir 
elevations
Å Mead: 2.30 feet increase since March 9

Å Mohave: 1.17 feet increase since March 9

Å Havasu: 0.79 feet decrease since March 9

Å Reached a maximum elevation of
449.45 feet on 3/12

ÅRiver Operations is working closely with 
Western Area Power Administration to 
balance Lake Mohave and Lake Havasu
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